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 Report of the Month

To learn more about where the elements are coming from, click here. 
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What changed between the October 2011 sample and the March 2012 sample 
that made this F250 start wearing so much better?
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This engine was generating a lot of iron and lead. Lead is a bearing material, while iron is from a steel part such as 
a rotating shaft. The solution was a new high-pressure oil pump. After he replaced it, voila! Wear dropped like a 
rock. Potassium and sodium show a trace of coolant, but that was from an unrelated radiator problem. Also, just a 
post script for this engine: a lifter broke during the summer of 2012 and that, coupled with a lingering problem from 
the radiator, caused the engine to bite the dust. He replaced it with a used 6.0L and is happily on the road again!
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