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 Report of the Month

To learn more about where the elements are coming from, click here.
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This 2004 Porsche Boxster’s engine blew at Laguna Seca.

What went wrong?
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We had emailed with the owner back in February when metals were increasing. He was worried about the 
IMS bearing (a notorious problem with these engines), but that shows up as high iron, and only after the 

bearing fails. Considering the high lead, we were leaning toward the problem being with a main or rod 
bearing. Then, at Laguna Seca this summer, the engine blew. The owner believes the high G situations on 

the track coupled with too-high tolerances in the rod bearings caused oil starvation, which led to a rod 

bearing failure. 
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