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Report of the Month
What went wrong with this IO-540?
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To learn more about where the elements are coming from, click here.
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This engine had a problem with severe case fretting. The case had something like 900 hours on it when the 

trouble started. It had been purchased from a reputable company as a rebuild, and in 2011/2012 they noticed 

aluminum starting to go up in their reports. Soon after the July 2012 report they noticed a puddle of oil 

under the airplane. It was leaking sufficiently that they didn’t feel it was safe to fly, so they shipped it back to 

the place that had rebuilt it and found it was fretted beyond repair. They ended up working out a deal to have 

the problem fixed and the bottom half of the engine rebuilt. An expensive fix, but the good news is, the 

engine is now back in the air and running well.
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