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Report of the Month

To learn more about where the elements are coming from, click here.
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Motorcycles have problems too, and this Yamaha YZF-R6 engine isn’t 
wearing all that well. Can you tell where the problem is?
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When the owner of this bike got our report, it prompted him to cut open the filter, which contained visible 
aluminum flakes. As you may know, any metal that you can actually see is metal that’s too large for our 
spectrometer to read. When he saw the metal, the owner suspected something was going on so he pulled 
the clutch. It revealed substantial wear on the clutch housing and friction plates - see the pictures above. 
He suspects this is where the metal came from. He said he races the bike with very hard downshifting into 
corners. This is, according to the owner, the likely cause for the excess wear. 

Note the wear on the clutch 
discs. The owner suspects 
the discs were wearing on 
the clutch housing (below), 
causing the high aluminum.  

http://www.blackstone-labs.com/report-explanation.php

