
Metals shot up in the November ‘18 sample from the IO-360 in this 

Piper. What happened?

Report of the Month

To learn more about where the elements are coming from, click here.
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The engine was running relatively well when the owner received the November sample 

showing a lot of metal. They checked compression and all was good until the first 

cylinder got to top dead center, when compression disappeared quickly. A borescope 

revealed flaking at the upper end of the cylinder, and the same problem was found in 

all the cylinders. The top compression rings on all the jugs were broken. They did a top 

overhaul and replaced the cylinders with nitrided steel bores. The engine has since 

recovered nicely.
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