
Report of the Month

To learn more about where the elements are coming from, click here.

This Cummins ISX 15 engine has a lot of metal in the oil. 

Is it bad enough to take action?

Yes, this engine is headed for serious trouble. The two 2018 samples had normal wear - 

actually better than average for most ISX diesels. But the April sample started showing 

higher lead and minor copper wear. In the span of two months that developed into a full-

on bearing problem. In June the bearings had worn through the lead babbit layer and 

were into the bronze layer underneath (see copper and tin). There’s no significant 

contamination in the oil that would be causing it, but we suggested taking a close look at 

what’s going on to avoid a spun bearing.

© Copyright Blackstone Labortories, Inc.  2019

https://www.blackstone-labs.com/services/report-explanation/

