
This 1976 Honda CB550 race bike isn’t showing a lot of change, but 

something’s not right. What’s going on?

Report of the Month

To learn more about where the elements are coming from, click here.

When we wrote the report, we pointed out the change in copper. The increase was not a 

major change, but copper used to read as low as 3 ppm so we wondered if something 

was developing. Because it’s a race bike, the owner tears down the engine every winter 

to check for wear and renew any parts as needed. When he did the teardown after this 

report, he found an internal oil line had failed and the rod bearings were on their way to 

seizing. Finding the problem before failure saved the rods, crank, and potentially the 

entire engine. 
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