
Report of the Month
To learn more about where the elements are coming from, click here.

Oil the News that’s Fit to Print!

The Oil Report 

April 2020

Everyone’s favorite part of the newsletter is the Report of the Month, so we thought this month we’d give 

you what you really want to see -- interesting reports and problems that you don’t have to deal with! We’ll 

start with this sample from a 1997 Foretravel RV. After the first sample, the owner found a hole in the air 

filter (see silicon, causing a lot of steel wear) and fixed it. Then he found a rear main seal leak. He sent 

the second sample as he was debating whether to spend the cash to fix the rear main seal (pricey!), or 

just replace the engine altogether. We followed up with him this month. After the second sample he 

decided the engine looked okay enough to replace the seal. Since then he’s done some routine 

maintenance but it’s been smooth sailing ever since. No plans to sell the RV!
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Report of the Month

This sample came from a 22-year old circular saw that has never had an oil change.
 What do you think -- problem or not?

To learn more about where the elements are coming from, click here.

This 22-year-old circular saw had never had an oil change. When the owner changed it, he decided to pull a 

sample to see what it looked like. Not great, right? But the thing is, the saw still ran great. Just goes to show 

that you can have a lot metal in the oil and not necessarily have a problem. See our most recent newsletter 

for more on what’s a problem and what’s not! (It was a Skil Saw, in case you’re wondering.) 
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Report of the Month
This 1988 F150 doesn’t look great, but the problem isn’t the age of the engine.

So what is it?

To learn more about where the elements are coming from, click here.

We talked about the drop in silicon in the comments. When the owner bought this truck, he decided to do 

some engine work and pulled the oil pan, only to find a wasp’s nest! That’s probably the source of silicon. 

Once he cleaned that up and freshened up the cylinder head, followed by another oil change, things started 

to improve. Next up: installing a turbo.
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Report of the Month
Next up: a Subaru Legacy GT. First it looked fine, then it didn’t.

Can you tell what went wrong?

To learn more about where the elements are coming from, click here.

This Subaru experienced a turbo failure between the 2018 and 2020 samples. The car was 
driven for 60 miles after the failure. We tend to see a lot of bronze wear after a turbo 
failure, so that’s why copper and lead are high. Iron is probably from a steel shaft though it 
could also be cylinder wear, since aluminum (piston wear) is out of line.
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