
   Report of the Month

What’s up with sodium in this Continental IO-550?

To learn where the elements are coming from, 
click here and scroll down.
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Wear metals all look great in this April sample. We talked about calcium and phosphorus last time. Phosphorus is even 

higher here, but adding a little W100 plus or Phillips Victory or Aeroshell 15W/50 would do it. Or maybe there's more 

phosphorus in the CamGuard these days. It's still harmless. Sodium is kind of a surprise. We peeked ahead to your 

next sample and it doesn't persist, so we're wondering if it's from something like using a salty fast-food napkin to wipe 

the dipstick or something. With wear looking great, it certainly doesn't look like an issue.
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The owner writes: We had been out of sample containers for a brief period, and for a couple of these samples I used some 
handy plastic containers as I have done in the past -- containers that formerly contained (individually-wrapped) bullion 
cubes. I am finding mixed information about whether these cubes contain phosphorus (seemingly not) but they MOST 
DEFINITELY contain sodium. My chemistry lab professors are feeling a disturbance in the force. I suspect that they are 
disappointed. Good catch. I'm all the more confident that we are in good hands.

https://www.blackstone-labs.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Understanding-Aircraft-combined.pdf

